CHAPTER 9
Hitler versus Papen
The Fuhrer breaks his Word
Hitler had expressly promised to support Papen's Govern-
ment. He had given his word to Schleicher and to the
President himself. Since then Papen had fulfilled all
Hitler's wishes. Therefore the Fuhrer, in his usual fashion,
no longer saw any reason for keeping his word. As he
subsequently explained in answer to a relevant accusation
of Hindenburg's, his promise to Papen was only valid until
the elections. Hitler broke faith with Hindenburg and
Schleicher as cold-bloodedly as he had done previously with
the Bavarian Government, and as he was to do again with
Austria, Czechoslovakia and England.
What was the reason for his sudden change of front over
Papen? It was this. Hitler had promised the masses
that following an election victory he would take over the
Government. He had considered it certain that Hinden-
burg would be forced to appoint him Chancellor if the
National Socialists were the largest party in the Reichstag*
When this did not happen he simply lost patience and
started a ruthless war on Papen.
In the election fight which had preceded the July elections
Hitler had not been able to restrain himself from violently
attacking the c cabinet of Barons', and Papen himself in
particular. But in. his speeches he had conspicuously
spared von Schleicher, the Minister of Defence, and had
even ejected a subordinate from the party because he
had ventured to oppose Schleicher in an election address.
Hitler's first desire was certainly to overthrow Papen, but
Schleicher he wished to retain as Minister of Defence.